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opportunities to see
wildlife, and their
owners are doing
their bit to preserve
the rainfor
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Dppoalte page: Shading the ghore, the
sainforests of Misslon Beach are 5 viial

hakitat for endampansd cassowanes. This page
chockwise from top lefi: A coppery brushiail
podsim with Bulging peaich grocis her paws
A mapestic fightless casacmyary, Gleaming blue
-Eli.:unrl-:ln: harries. The red glivw al new leaves

ames of orange bracke hangus
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Clockwize from
top: Guests dine
mbave the tresdops
&L Sanctuary
Ratréxl, REinbaw
lprikoats perch on
the Bosiph of o pale
Poplar Eusm wiiile
the Coral Ses lapa
the secluded Biach
at Thals Beach
Ladpe, The native
Torests that envelop
the bBungalows
ak Thala [botbom
right) and The
Canopy Rainforest
Treehimszes are
rich in wildbilfe. Far
ﬁh‘l.ﬂah Beach at
Ala Besch Lodge.

AFTER DARK WE
WATCH ABOUT 30
PADEMELONS BEING
FED ON VEGETABLES
AT THE RECEPTION
CENTRE. BACK AT
THE CABIN WE LIGHT
A FIRE, MAKE SUPPER
AND WAIT FOR

OUR GUESTS.
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nasa glass-waled spa, a wood-Duming BEroEs Ner Bace, 1 e et day, we wake o
fireplace and conttaingrs of focd Lo allract whistles, wWartkes and mone rain We take
birds, possums and purtie the turtle food down & short path 1o the
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birds and planis. At one stage, this animaied
reconieur demaonstrates the spectacular
courtship dance of Victorig's rifie bird. telling
us its wings sound like gilk rippling as they
are drawn over its gaping vellow bill. We
gearch & river bank for tree kangaroos, bul
gll we find &5 the musky smell ket by one thar
had Deen [eeding oma [res Lhe night before

Or final destination s Thala Beach
Lodge, & five-star resort on 8 wopded
peninsula near Port Douwplas. Thela's open
lounge and restaurant are se1 among very
trunked rn::-;:-f..,:l RUms with views across the
Coral Seaall the way to the blue mountains
of Cape Tribulation, The restaurant is an
excelbent vantage point for photographing
honeyealers and parrols as they splash in
& tréd irunk bird bathe The restaurant also
serves excellsnt meals

Far dimner we have delicate brandied

lobster bisgue with bug tails and king prawn
tempura as sianers followed by satislving
grilled Muscovy duck breast with black bean
and orange sauce plus a green curry of bugs,
scallops and prawns, Dinner costs about $60
fior two courses phus drinks

This resort has secluded beaches and
10 kometres of walking Iracks where
Vo Maghl 2ee .|.r.'.-'I|'.|,'|;_q Frosm ;‘,lr.ﬁ'-u.s. )

wallabies, Among EXPErEnCes offered

BTE Kayak (ours [0 spot S turties and an

| [: arm
Kuku Yalanji elders. It's also & natural base
for trips to the Great Barrier Reel and
Daantres rainforests:

Cnver 30 years, owmers Cionah and John
Frettiejonn have rehabilitated the agricultural
land that previously covened two-thinds
of this 39ha property and replanied
wonderfully complex forests

EVEning bear MHRE o Dl

Nature lover [=/a

THE LOWDOWN

=% SANCTUARY RETREAT

Huts with shared bathreoms cost 565
a night and deluxe ensuite cabinsg,
£165 a night. The restaurant serves
alight lunch for 56 to $13 and a two-
course dinner, excluding drinks, for
S20-530, There is also a communal
kitchen fior self-catering.

OF 4088 6064 sanciupryrelreat.com.au

=% CANOPY RAINFOREST TREEROUSES
Treehouses cost 5349 a nkght and
there s a two-night minimum stay.
Each house has a well-equipped
kitchen. There is a supermarket,
butcher and bakery at Matanda and
arange of restaurants at n-‘.ﬁ.‘jrb]r

villages such as Yungaburra.
LF 4

=% THALA BEALCH LODGE

Prices are from 5240 a night for room
only, Restaurant meals cost $20 to
530 per person fior a one=-course
lunch and about $60 a person for a
two-course dinner, excluding drinks.
oF 4008 sro0 thalzbeach, au

£364 cancpyire

=5 WILDLIFE TOURS
Alan Gillander"s tours cost Svro fora
half day and 5280 for a full day, which
includes go minutes of night spotting.
If you have limited time and want to
gee a range of wildlife, the tablelands
offer better opportunities than

the coastal areas. o7 4005 3784
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On our last moming, we do &' bird tour
with one of the stafl, a keen birdwaicher, He
shows U5 ospreys nesting on a telephons
pole, sxplaining that these raptors =eem to
prefer the artificial roosts; Cur strangest
stphting is 8 pair of Papuan frogmouths
that resemble lops ol wood. I's only when |
look at one through Binoculars that [ spot a
balelul red eve and a bristhy beak, |ike thatal
[ ?I:::'!.' Frisicen aunt

I leng 1o stay on for & firs glimpse of fig
perter night sighting of a striped
EREEETL ;—":r:;jl':,.: '::'L:I_'{'.'I:.'qul‘l swildlife s
harder Lhan seeing the big five in Afnca
but it's certainly rewanding tracking down
the furtive inhabilants of these ancient
rainforests.

T he wriler sigped at The Canopy aad wenl
o Alam Gilladier's Wikalife Towrs courtesy of

Towrtsm reensiand.

PRETOLS OF
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